Assessment


The Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) was given as the state’s primary assessment from spring 1997 to summer 2009. It has been replaced by the High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE). If a student passed one or more content areas on the WASL, he/she would not have to take the HSPE in that specific subject.

Frequently Asked Questions for State Mandated Tests:
1. What are the dates and times of testing for Spring 2010?

· Reading and writing will be tested, beginning next Tuesday, March 16-18.

· Math and Science will be tested on April 13 and 15 

· (10th graders must take the Science HSPE, but it’s not a graduation requirement).

· Testing will take place between 7:30 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.  on test days

2. What time is lunch served?
· Lunch will be from 9:55a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 

3. What about bus schedules?
· The buses will run on the normal daily schedule. There is no special bus schedule.

· If your student is not testing, they are not required to arrive at school until 10:45 AM each testing day. 

· Please remember, should they choose to arrive at 10:45, they will need their own transportation.

4. What if my student goes to CASEE, the Skills Center or Fire Science?

· CASEE students will be advised of their schedule changes

· Busses will be organized to transport them at the correct times

· Students, who are testing and are enrolled in the Skills Center, will be excused from their Skills Center classes.  The Skills Center will be notified on the student’s behalf.  The students will be notified by the career center that they are being excused. 

· Students enrolled in the Fire Science program will be excused from their Fire Science program classes.  The Fire Science program will be notified on the student’s behalf.  The students will be notified by the career center that they are being excused.

5. Do I need to register my child for testing?

· You do not need to register your child for testing. The school does it for you.
6. Can my child use a calculator?

· Your student may use a calculator during the Math test in April

7. My child has finished the test. What should they do with the extra time in the testing room?

· Your student should bring homework to finish or a book to read until the test is over
8. Will there be STAT during testing?

· There will be STAT on Monday and Friday during the March testing session 

· There will be STAT on Monday, Wednesday and Friday during the April testing session

9. What if my child is absent during testing? 

· Students who miss spring testing need to wait until August to test.

10. If my student is not required to test, but must ride the bus to school, what will they be doing while the other students are testing?
· For those students not required to take the test, but arriving by regularly scheduled school buses, there will be activities provided.

11. Why does the state require these tests? Is my child required to pass all the tests?
· In 1993, the state passed the Educational Reform Act, more information about these requirements can be found at the Washing ton State website for public schools: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/default.aspx

· To graduate, your child needs to show key Reading, Writing and Math skills by passing the High School HSPE (High School Proficiency Exam). 

· Other state-approved alternatives to the HSPE are available after a student has taken the test at least once.  
· Students in the class of 2010 & 2011 who are unable to pass any of the math options can graduate but they must pass two credits of math, their last two years.  

· All students in the class of 2012 must pass the Math HSPE. 

· Also, students in special education have many testing or assessment options available.

12. Where can I find more information about Washington State Testing?

· The Office of the Superintendent of Public Education (OSPI) website has more information. This is the link: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/default.aspx

13. How can I help my student be more successful on the HSPE test?

· Please make sure your students has plenty of rest 

· Feed your student a healthy breakfast on testing days

14. What are some tips to help my child be more successful on the HSPE? 

· Read each question carefully

· Take the time that they need, this is not a timed test

· Think carefully about the answers

15. Who can I call for more information? 

· More information can be found on the Prairie High School Website 
· You may call the Mr. McSheehy at 885-5009  or Ms. Whitling at 885-5062
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